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Charge Pump Voltage Quadrupler
The 555 is configured in the astable mode, driving a four-node 
diode/capacitor ladder.  Each cycle from the 555 builds the charge 
down the line, where it aggragates in C8.  The 1k resistor at the 
output simulates the load.  

Useful for bias supplies or programming voltages. 

From "The Encyclopedia of Electronic Circuits".
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